
California Regional Water Quality Control Board
San Francisco Bay Region

ORDER NO. 91-096

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

SECURITY OWNERS CORPORATION
STONEHURST SUBDIVISION
MARTINEZ, CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region
(hereinafter called the Board) finds that:

1. Security Owners Corporation (hereinafter called the Discharger) proposes
to construct a 47 home, 235 acre subdivision called Stonehurst in the
Alhambra Valley, located about two miles south of Martinez in Contra Costa
County. The site is shown on Attachment A, which is hereby made a part of
this order. Security Owners Corporation has applied, by application dated
March 26, 1991, for Waste Discharge Requirements for treatment, disposal,
and subsurface reclamation of wastewater generated by the community.

2. The Stonehurst development occupies a small valley consisting of both
gently and steeply sloping hills drained by an unnamed, intermittent
stream which is tributary to Arroyo del Hambre. Arroyo del Hambre runs
along Alhambra Valley Road in the vicinity of the site, and is tributary
to the Carquinez Straight at the Martinez Regional Shoreline.

3. Sanitary sewers are not currently available in the Alhambra Valley area.
The nearest sewer line belongs to the Central Contra Costa Sanitary
District, and is located nearly two miles away from the proposed
development.

4. Septic systems and leachfields for each individual home were approved by
the Contra Costa County Health Department in May, 1989. In July, 1990,
Security Owners Corporation proposed that wastewater from the residential
community be treated by individual septic tanks, and a centrally located
recirculating sand filter and ultra-violet disinfection system. The
wastewater is proposed to be discharged during the winter months to a
leachfield, and during the summer, reclaimed for subsurface irrigation of
community landscaping.

5. The community system as proposed is unique and unusual for the San
Francisco Bay Region, and experimental in nature. The system is permitted
by this Order only due to the fact that (1) individual septic systems were
already approved for the site, and the proposed system is expected to
provide better treatment than individual treatment systems therefore
resulting in fewer water quality impacts; (2) frequent monitoring of
treatment system performance and disposal areas will be required for
compliance evaluation; (3) in the event that sanitary sewers are
constructed in the vicinity of the site, wastewater flows from the
subdivision will be directed to the local sanitary district; and, (4) the
Discharger has proposed to establish a long term contract with a public
entity as set forth in Findings 8 and 9 herein.
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